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BREED FOCUS

Salers’ star
is on the rise
BUCKING the

downward trend
in suckler cows
with nine years

of consecutive increases
in the numbers of Salers
cows means that the Salers’
share of the suckler cow
market has increased to a
new high.

Though the Salers remains
eighth in the suckler cow
league table, they are
closing the gap on the
next largest breed.

Three years ago this breed
had 20,000 more cows,
but this difference has been
cut down to around 6,000
cows.

The Salers’ ability to calve
unassisted and rear a strong
calf, no matter what sire
is chosen, is part of what
is fuelling the demand for
Salers as replacements for
commercial suckler herds.

The Salers females are
undoubtedly fertile and
display excellent maternal
traits, but something that
is often overlooked when
considering suitable beef
breeds is the question of
milk – and this plays a
significant role in breeding
young stock.

Salers produce high-quality
milk rich in protein and
milk sugars.

High-quality colostrum
improves health, lowers
mortality and increases

daily liveweight gains as
well as reducing the risk
of pneumonia in calves.

These benefits lead to
lower vet bills and support
responsible antibiotic use,
something the modern
suckler farmer is constantly
striving to achieve.

The nine known mutations
of the myostatin gene have
the potential to negatively
influence traits such as
pelvic size, milk production
and fertility.

To protect the Salers’
leading maternal traits,
especially its milking ability
and unrivalled calving ease,
the Salers Cattle Society of
the UK took the decision
in 2019 to implement a
five-year programme with
the aim of eliminating the
various mutations of the
myostatin gene.

The prevalence of the
myostatin mutations is
already extremely low
in the UK Salers herd,
however, the society
believes this policy is
essential to protect the
breed and its sought-after
maternal traits. This will
enable suckler farmers to
continue to capitalise on
the unrivalled calving ease
of Salers whilst having
the freedom to select any
sires that suit their system,
including strongly muscled
terminal sires.

From January 1, 2024,
registrations will no longer
be accepted into the main
herd book of animals with
an unknown myostatin
status or which are known
carriers of the myostatin
gene.

Salers bulls tested free
from the various myostatin
mutations and Salers
females either tested free
or free by parentage, will
be put forward for sale
at the Melton Mowbray
multibreed sale scheduled
for Saturday, March 26,
2022. The parade and show
will start at 8am and the
sale at 11.30am.

Further details can be
found at www.salers.uk
(#theultimatesuckler
#maternalmagic #salers
#suitsanysire #suitsanysystem
#maternalmatters).

2022 SOCIETY SALES
n Melton Mowbray
Multibreed Sale, Saturday,
March 26;
n Stirling Bull Sales,
Sunday, May 1 and
Monday, May 2;
n Welshpool Livestock
Market, Thursday, May 19;
n Welshpool Livestock
Market, Saturday, October
8;
n Premier Sale of
Pedigree & Commercial
Salers, Friday, November 4
and Saturday, November 5.


