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Still to come in
2017

Welshpool Sale
14 October
Stirling Sale
23rd October
Agri Expo Carlisle
3 November
Castle Douglas Sale
3-4 November
Agrifest, Exeter
8 November
Beef Expo NI
November
Welsh Winter Fair
27-28 November

Events 2018

Stirling Sale (Feb )
Newark Sale (Mar )
Stirling Sale (May
Royal Ulster Show
16-19 May
Beef Expo (May)
Welshpool Sale
(May)
Cornwall Show
7-9 June
Highland Show
21-24 June
Great Yorkshire
10-12 July
Royal Welsh Show
23-26 July

Information may be
subject to change/
amends/deletions

Info & reminders
are now being sent
via email, if you
don't want to miss
out on this service
let me have your
details!

NEWSLETTER

Welcome from the
Chairman

Our breed’s unrivalled
calving ease is fuelling
sustained growth in de-
mand for Salers females
and bulls with across the
board increases again in
2017 setting new records
in the use of Salers bulls
in the suckler and dairy
herds, and of Salers and
SalersX cows in the suck-
ler herd (data ex-BCMS).
This was demonstrated by
the strength of the Spring
sales, with high clearance
rates and record prices
being achieved. We now
look forward to our Au-
tumn sales at Welshpool
on 14" October and Castle
Douglas on 4™ November.
The entries are already in
for Welshpool, and with
20 bulls, 20 pedigree fe-
males and a good number
of commercial Salers this
is an event not to be
missed. Please spread the
word within your local
farming community about
the great opportunity this
sale represents to improve
the profitability of beef
and dairy production. I
hope to meet as many of
you as possible at these
sales.

I'd also like to recognise
and applaud the excellent
showing of Salers at the
summer shows across the
UK and Northern Ireland.
Seeing Salers at a show
can often be the first step
in inspiring farmers to
change to using Salers,
and the Society is most
appreciative of our mem-
bers who commit their
time and resources to par-
ticipate in showing.
Though promoting our
breed is a noble cause,
showing is also tremen-
dous fun and very satisfy-
ing. Goon, giveitagoin
2018!

Breedplan &

DNA testing

Salers in the UK are now
advancing well with col-
lecting performance data
and since June we have
been collecting DNA data
for all sires utilising a new
50K SNP test provided by
Neogen. There are now
15 breeders recording
birth weights & growth
weights and this is start-
ing to provide information
to a reasonable level of
reliability. However as
with all recorded statistics,
the data set is only going
to get more accurate with
the more information that
is fed in.

As we are now collecting
DNA information for sires,
we will, in the future, be
able to compare pheno-
typic knowledge (from
Breedplan) with genotypic
information (from Neo-
gen). This will take time
and can only happen
when we have a reasona-
bly large population from
which to make compari-
sons. At the current time
Breedplan EBV data is
best used as a manage-
ment tool within individual
herds to assess perfor-
mance.

There are two key and
easy measurements to
make, birth weight and
weaning weight, and from
these milk EBVs are de-
rived. The breed needs
more producers to record
more data to increase the
accurate comparison of
performance in the

breed. This is essential to
back up the key attributes
that we already all appre-
ciate for Salers with objec-
tive recorded figures.

Ultimately we need to
move towards accurate
genomic predictions of
performance to advance
the breed further and
faster. However this is
years away and can only
happen as fast as we are
able to build a dataset
that is valuable to the

Don’t forget to check your standing order for your 2018 membership payment,
it must reach the society before the 4 January to qualify for the £60 rate
otherwise it is £66. Check nhow and make sure you save!

PLEASE NOTE THE NEW OFFICE ADDRESS WHICH CHANGED THIS YEAR




The society intends to move more to contact via email with regard to
invoices, newsletter, notices etc. This will help with ever increasing
postage costs. If you would still like to receive information by post
please let me know as soon as possible. If you don’t already receive
emails from the society office and would like to, then email me your
name and herd ref to secretary@salers-cattle-society.co.uk with the
message please update my email contact and I will add you to the

society contact list.

breed. So the simple re-
quest is for more breeders
to record more perfor-
mance data and make
sure all sires have their
samples submitted for
DNA profiling — please!

If you need any advice or
have questions, please
contact Liz Wilde, Terence
Pye or James Hallett, all
of whose details are in the
2017 Journal.

Online registrations ter

iym

More and more breeders
are signing up to online
registration of pedigree
and commercial animals, if
you are not using this sys-
tem it is easy and quicker
than handwriting and
posting forms—let Liz
Wilde know if you want
setting up for this facility.

Photos

We are always after good
quality photos of Salers in
their natural environment,
doing what they do best.
This could mean calving,
suckling calves, out on
poor ground, out on high
ground, in a large herd, in
a mixed herd. Whatever
you think suitable, these
can be easily emailed via
your mobile phone nowa-
days, all we ask is the im-
age is at least 1mb as an-
ything below this pixilates
if enlarged. So if you are
out and about and some-
thing catches your eye,
share it by emailing the
photo to secretary@salers
-cattle-society.co.uk

Salers show their ver-
satility to the full
Ledwyche Salers opened
their doors for a very pop-
ular open evening on 1st
August near Ludlow,
Shropshire, with over 40
visitors attending.

As a herd only established
in 2010, this performance
recorded and high health
focussed enterprise, pro-
vided great interest for
pedigree breeders and

commercial alike, many of )

whom had travelled good
distances to attend.

100 full blood Salers fe-
males form the backbone
of the system of this 230
acre grass based farm,
with the first cross bred
calves now on the ground,
bred by Simmental and
Angus terminal sires.
Speaking during the even-
ing, James Hallett ex-
plained the 10 year strate-
gy for the business, “we
aim to achieve a balance
of pedigree and commer-
cial animals, looking to
have our first three way
cross, Salers x Simmental
x Angus, calves born in
March 2020. We believe
the maternal attributes of
the Salers, mixed with the
growth rates and carcase
confirmation of the two
outcross sires, will pro-
duce great feed efficiency
and productivity.”

“This is a commercial
suckler enterprise” said Mr
Hallett, “striving to suc-
ceed with excellent genet-
ics and with a solid foun-
dation of Salers cows
providing all the maternal
needs of demanding prog-

"

eny”.

Ani mal of the
It is that time of year again
when the Animal of the Year
Annual Awards are being de-
cided—for those whom it
applies, the form is enclosed
or can be downloaded from
the website, click on Useful
Info then Resources (right
hand side) there is a listing of
downloadable information/
forms, the forms for the
awards are at the bottom.
These need to be submitted
by 25th October to be includ-
ed in the calculations.

Presentation Dinner The
annual Salers presentation
dinner takes place on 3rd
November, tickets are availa-
ble on a first come first
served basis and again the
order form is enclosed or is
on the website under Useful
Info/Resources

The Salers Society Tie is
available (still at £12 per tie,
from the office) the Salers
logo can also be reproduced
on any product along with
your herd/farm name as re-
quired. Brian and Deborah
from Aquarian Embroidery
are there to help with your
requirements, just contact
them on 01317 860350 or

check out their website:-
www.aquarianembroidery.co.uk

Adverts are required for
the 2018 Journal.

If you want one (or know
someone who does) get
in touch — deadline for

pdf or jpeg copy is
22 December!

As previously advised by
email, we had two
stalwarts of the Salers
breed sadly leave us
earlier this year.

Tony Austin

of Morwenstow Salers,
Cornwall, who has been

an active member for

many years. Tony and

Aileen have travelled

around the UK shows

with their animals pro-

moting the breed and
have always helped and
advised where needed. A
sad loss to the breed and
will be missed by many.

30/9/30-2/2/17

Bryan Walling
of Cumbrian Salers,
Farmstock Genetics,
Cumbria, who was the
“father of the breed” to
many, as he was respon-
sible for the first imports
of Salers from France.
Bryan travelled the shows
to exhibit the “new”
breed from France, his
view was to cross it with
his Herefords, but he
quickly saw the
advantage of the breed
and of course
the polled gene.
17/9/34-5/3/17

We hope to celebrate the
lives of these two
gentlemen with features
in the 2018 Journal










