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Why Salers? Breed Origins

• Excellent fertility being able to calve down easily at 2 years of age with quick 
rebreeding.

• A large pelvic region ensures trouble free calving.

• Small calves with “get up and go”

• Quality milk which increase with the calf’s need.

• Competitive live weight gains from birth.

• High forage conversion rate in the worst of conditions.

• Thick skin and a strong curly coat enable the Salers to withstand the harshest 
weather.

• An agile animal with strong legs and black hooves.

• Lean, finely marbled meat in the finished animal means less waste for the butcher.

• The combination of the Salers attributes means they last longer, cutting down costs 
on replacement requirements.

Salers (pronounced Sa’lairs) originate in the southern half of the Massif Central 
in the Auvergne region in France. It has a rough and variable climate, and though 
higher, 2000-6000ft, is very similar to our Lake District and the Highlands of 
Scotland and Wales. The Salers is one of the oldest breeds in the world, with 
prehistoric cave paintings suggesting that a similar type of animal has been bred in 
the area for 7-10,000 years.

Breed Characteristics And Qualities
The difficult environmental conditions where the Salers breed developed makes it 
ideal for the poorer areas of the British Isles and today’s beef industry. The skin and 
pigmented membranes are brown and consequently few eye or udder problems 
occur. A good hair coat, which becomes thick and curly in winter, gives hardiness and 
adaptability to cold and heat. 

Having roamed the mountains for centuries, and been draught animals they have 
developed strong legs and good feet with black hooves. Being one of the oldest and 
genetically most pure of the European breeds, the Salers produces a positive effect 
on the predictability in crossbreeding programmes in a consistent increase in hybrid 
vigour.

The French National Institute of Agricultural Research has run trials that show 
Salers cows and heifers are able to draw on their body reserves when food is scarce 
to produce sufficient milk for their calf, building them up again quickly when grazing 
is plentiful. The same trails show that Salers are only fully mature at 5 to 6 years of 
age.

Maternal Influence
The Salers female displays exceptional maternal qualities of fertility, milking ability, 
calving ease, hardiness and longevity High percentage calf crops resulting from the 
inherent fertility of Salers and realised through early puberty quick rebreeding and 
high conception rates coupled with the breeds predictable calving ease and large 
pelvic structure 

Bulls
Bull are know for their ability to cover large numbers of females and in the ranching 
countries bull numbers have been halved and calving percentages have risen, 
another valuable saving on herd costs.



Popularity of Salers Cross Females 
on the Increase 

The Efficient “Calf Machine”

Farmers are increasingly turning to the 
Salers breed for herd replacements.  
Famous for their ease of calving, placid 
nature and good overall conformation, 
demand for good Salers X females is 
strong. While pedigree Salers have 
long been highly sought after, more and 
more farmers are realising the value of 
Salers as part of a commercial suckler 
herd. The Salers breed originates in 
the Auvergne region of France. First 
introduced to the UK in 1984, there are 
now thriving Salers herds across the UK 
and Ireland, with an active and dedicated 
breed society to promote and improve 
the breed. Originally developed as a triple 
purpose animal (milk, meat and draught), 
the modern day Salers has a lot to offer. 

Their thick curly coats make them winter 
hardy, while strong legs and feet help 
them thrive indoors or out.They are long 
lived, highly fertile and adapt well to any 
management regime. 

On farm trials suggest that part of the 
secret of the Salers’ exceptionally easy 
calving is a shorter gestation period. On 
average, a Salers dam calves around 2 
weeks earlier than most breeds.Birth 
weights are moderate (around 36kg 
for heifers and 38kg for bull calves). 
At birth, calves have a fairly long, slim 
conformation, while Salers and Salers X 
dams have a wide pelvic area. 
Calves are frequently observed on 
their feet and suckling within around 15 
minutes. This stress free calving gets 
both dam and calf off to a flying start. 

The Salers female has an unrivalled 
ability to produce good quality milk 
for her calf while maintaining her own 
condition. Calves are vigorous, have 
excellent growth rates and make rapid 
weight gains after birth. 

For producers and finishers, feed 
conversion rates are high, and quality 
finished beef can be achieved at 16 
months. Conversely, as part of a suckler 
herd Salers cows are renowned for their 
longevity. Studies have shown that over 
a quarter of the breeding females in 
France are 10 years old and over. Fertility 
is high, with an average calving interval of 
just 374 days.

With all these advantages bred in, it’s 
easy to see why so many farmers are 
adding Salers to their suckler herds.

Aled and Endaf Jones, owners of the Wernol Salers herd, have been using Salers 
bulls with their mixed herd of Limousin and British Blue crosses since 2007.

‘We chose the Salers bull for easier calving, and we’ve been delighted’ said Aled. 
’It has made such a difference that we decided to keep the best females as herd 
replacements. 50% of our herd is now Salers X and we’re planning to up that to 75% 
by next season’. 

Vet Dafydd Jones, MRCVS agrees. ‘It’s very rare to assist a Salers female at calving’ 
he says. ‘Generally, I find that Salers cattle are a tidy breed. They have good udders, 
excellent feet and are ideal for breeding herd replacements. It offers farmers a good 
route to keeping a closed herd’. 

Alun Jones of Glan-Y-Mor Salers keeps 250 cross females. Finished stock is sold at 
deadweight. Alun typically finishes his Salers X cattle at 21 months. Steers average 
410kg, while heifers average 370kg. 50% grade at –U and the remaining 50% at R. 
‘In a large commercial operation, ease of calving is absolutely essential’ says Alun. 
‘The Salers breed offers me easily managed, fast growing cattle that convert feed 
efficiently’ 

Retailer Conrad Davies owns a network of Spar supermarkets, and stocks Salers 
beef in his award winning Pwllheli store as well as his EuroSpar branch in Dolgellau. 
He places great importance on local sourcing of quality products. ‘Salers beef is 
naturally marbled, hangs and matures well, with just the right amount of fat cover’, 
he says. ‘It’s of premium quality and we can source it locally, so it really deserves its 
place in our range.

Salers Other Beef Breeds
Renewal rate 17% 14 to 23%

Death rate 4% 6 to 9%

Productivity 94% 87 to 94%

Concentrate costs (£ / kg L.W.) 0.26 0.26 to 0.36

Beef production (L.W. / Livestock unit) 302 255 to 302



Finishing Salers Bulls The Young Salers Bull is Tomorrow’s Beef!

Finishing Salers bulls within the 16 month date limit set by ABP/ASDA

•  60 pedigree and Salers X cows, commercial heifers are sold as bulling heifers 
and the bulls taken to finished and sold on a deadweight basis to ABP who kill for 
ASDA.

•  Herd calves mid January to the end of March. Calves have access to creep feeders 
from turnout in mid April, feed is home mixed and analyses at 16% crude protein 
and 13.5 MJ energy.

•  Calves are weaned and housed mid October, calves are wormed and backs 
clipped out.

•  Bull calves are gradually changed over to a fattening ration. Soon taking 10Kg/
head/day. The fattening ration is home mixed and analyses at 12.8% crude protein 
and 12.9 MJ energy. Additional feed is adlib wheat straw for rumen health. Bulls 
are slaughtered prior to 16 months old as required by ASDA.

•  Salers sired bulls graded the same as those by Limousin bulls but had faster 
weight gain (0.08 kg/lwt/d).

•  It is well suited to modern demand in respect of carcass weight and conformation

• It finishes quickly

• Thanks to its hard character, it can be finished under difficult conditions

• The red colour and the marbling of its beef are recognised by the beef buyers and 
appreciated by the consumers

Sire Days to 
slaughter

R grade
(%)

U grade
(%)

Deadweight
(kg)

Liveweight
(kg)

Daily 
liveweight 
gain (kg)

Limousin 471 50 50 399 661 1.33

Salers 476 50 50 430 716 1.41

Salers Other Beef Breeds
Numbers 319 202

Weight of entry (kg) 330 317

Kill Weight (kg) 320 320

DLWG (g/d) 1200 1250

Carcass Weight 417 424

Meat Yield 58% 50%

Data supplied by A Gowthorpe of Approach Farm, Escrick, York



I wish to become an Annual member of 
the Salers Cattle Society of the UK Ltd.
And hereby agree to abide by the Rules of the 
Society until the termination of the year in which I 
withdraw my membership by notice in writing.

Signature  

Date 

Terms of Membership
Initial Joining Fee & Registration of Herd Prefix   
£37.00 plus VAT @ 20%    Total = £44.40

Annual Subscription   
£55.00 plus VAT @ 20%    Total = £66.00

 Total Initial Fee = £110.40

Please complete the following in block capital 
(except for email & website address)

Membership Name 

Address 

Post Code 

Email  

Website 

Tel  

Mobile 

*Salers Herd Prefix Name  

**Salers Letters 

* Salers Herd Prefix Name – this can be any name you 
choose provided it is not already registered with the society.  

** Salers Letters – Select three letters of your choice which 
will be the society computer reference for your herd

Why Join the Salers Cattle Society? Membership 
Application Form

•  Register pedigree cattle with the society, helping to keep clean bloodlines for the 
future.

• Sell registered cattle through society promoted sales, where premium prices can 
be obtained.

• Receive support and information from the society and its members.

• Receive the annual journal direct to your door full of useful information, articles, 
breeders adverts, members listing and contact details.

• Receive regular society newsletters and updates via mail, internet, phone.

• Advertise cattle for sale or wanted on the society website and via email and txt.

• Be part of a small but great gathering with a tremendous wealth of knowledge to 
offer and share

Payment Details
A Payment can be made by cheque made payable 
to Salers Cattle Society of the UK Ltd

B Payment can be made direct into the society 
account, please pay RBS for the credit of the 
Salers Cattle Society of the UK Ltd. 
Account Number 11861110 Sort Code 16-26-14

Gift Aid
Gift Aid provides a great opportunity for you to increase 
the value of your donations and/or subscriptions to the 
Salers Cattle Society at no cost to yourselves. Provided 
you are a taxpayer we can claim from the Inland Revenue 
the basic rate tax paid on your donations/subscriptions, 
boosting them by 28%. So for every £10 we receive it is 
worth £12.80. All the society needs from you is a simple 
declaration saying that you want to use Gift Aid. 
A declaration can cover one or more donations/
subscriptions and can be made by filling in the form below. 

Name of Charity: The Salers Cattle Society 
  of the UK Ltd            
Charity Number: 1115115

Donor Details

Name

Address

Postcode

Herd 
Prefix 

I would like all donations/membership 
subscriptions I have made since 6th April 2006 
and all donations in the future to be treated as 
Gift Aid until I notify you otherwise.

Signed: 

Date:

To qualify for Gift Aid you must pay an amount of income tax 
and/or capital gains in the tax year equal to the tax we reclaim 
from your donation.

Return this form to the secretary: 
Liz Wilde 
Ball Green Cottage, 
Well Head Lane, Hubberton, 
Halifax HX6 1NN



The Ultimate 
Suckler Breed

Annual Premier Show 
and Sale of 
Pedigree Females and Bulls 
& Commercial Salers 
The first weekend in November
All cattle tested free of & vaccinated against BVD 
and are from Johnes monitored herds – Vendors are 
members of a CHeCS health scheme

Wallet’s Marts 
Castle Douglas Ltd
Tel: 01556 502381 
email: walletsmarts@auctioneer.com
www.walletsmarts.co.uk
Kindly sponsored by Farmers Guardian & Natural Stockcare Ltd

For easy calving, quality milking, hardworking Dams,
For agile, fast growing docile Sires
Pure bred or crossed, try Salers; “The Ultimate 
Suckler Breed”

It’s Time To Change!
For more information contact the secretary
Liz Wilde 07903 626249
secretary@salers-cattle-society.co.uk
www.salers-cattle-society.co.uk


